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Abstract 
The modern world of science are increasingly used tools for e-learning, m-learning and blended learning to enhance the 
educational offer of the Institute, the Faculty and the University. The interest of such facilities, according to the enthusiasts of this
type of teaching methods, should increase the scientific potential.. However, open access to knowledge allows various 
irregularities both in terms of teaching and publishing scientific content.. At most universities, an important element in today's 
program of study is the subject of Information Technology, whose teaching program requires in most cases a significant upgrade. 
The world that is changing at an alarming rate and the evolution of post-industrial society in the digital society should determine 
the immutable ethicaland and comunicological standards in an environment of new technologies and lectures should - while 
creating syllabuses - take into account the cultural, ethical and comunicological aspects of the new technology. 
The work will be divided into two parts. In the first part, the authors define the necessary concepts related to the subject of 
the article, in particular the ethos of academic faculty in the modern world and the information society.  In the next part will be 
presented an analysis of the content of the syllabus in Polish university with the proposed changes in the curriculum, with 
particular reference to netiquette, communication standards, and new space in the process of teaching 
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1. Introduction 
Andrew Keen in his book “The Cult of the Amateur. As the Internet destroys the culture” noticed that “people 
should look to new technologies as an opportunity for their own personal development, however, should keep in 
mind that the future of digital spectrum did not destroy the old institutions” (Keen 2007: 170). This thesis rightly 
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reflects contemporary concerns about the absorption possibilities offered by the Internet, by society. Aspiration of 
new technologies has led to a number of dysfunctions in the communication process in the context of the culture of 
communication and presentation of content. (Niezgoda 2008).  Despite this risk, the development of new 
technologies has led to unprecedented in the history socio-economic development. Some researchers call this 
dynamic of social change the digital society (Tappscot 2009), or virtual society (Rheingold 1994). This second, as 
indicated by Reingold (1994), refers to "a group of people who may or may not meet face to face, and who exchange 
words and ideas through the keyboard" (Rheingold 1994:103). In the literature one can also find other definitions: 
Esther Dyson (1997) defines this phenomenon as "a community in which people live, work and play," while 
Christine Doktorowicz, points (2008) on the characteristics of the units forming the society: individualism, self-
centeredness and pursuit of privatization and reconstruction of the public sphere.  
It caused the characteristic of postmodernism, the tendency towards individualisation personality. Internet users 
actively participate in the flow of information through a global network, not just reading the posts on the website, 
but also speaking out and commenting on the reality of online forums, blogs, instant messaging, etc. As Peter  
L. Berger writes (1999), knowledge creates identity. The image of an individual is determined by described by 
Charles Cooley self reflected (Mucha 1992). In modern society, own self perception is made by the publication of 
information about yourself, and then self-exposing to evaluate other entities in the community This is a reference to 
symbolic interactionism, in which the assumption of an individual's identity is not permanent, but it is  
a process of constantly changing as a result of the interaction. Exist in the digital society requires the acquisition of 
competence enabling participation in the full extent in the processes occurring in a given society (Goldfarb et al 
2006). 
An important element in gaining knowledge, skills and competencies connected with the functioning in today's 
digital world is the subject of Information Technology, of which at most universities in Central and Eastern Europe, 
students will learn in the first semester of study. 
 
 
2. Information Technology (academic course) - current state and development prospects 
The concept of information technology in the literature is defined as "all the issues, methods, measures and 
actions related to the processing of information. It combines the application of informatics and telecommunications, 
also includes hardware and software, as well as tools and other technologies related to the processing, transmission, 
storage, securing and presenting information. It provides the users the tools by which they can obtain information, 
select them, analyze, process, collect, manage and communicate to other people" (Niezgoda 2009). Until recently, 
the media were determined and used primarily as a way to information transfer - media messages, and their users 
was treated as recipients of information. It was no different at school. It was not until the emergence of computers 
has created a new quality and opportunities, especially through interactive multimedia capabilities. Learners not 
only receives information from a computer, but it can contribute through it, the type and form of information. 
Moreover, it has also the ability to transform and create new information through the media equipped with 
computers (Sysło 2010). Contemporary the teaching process of Information Technology in higher education 
includes issues implemented at lower levels of education, in particular relying on consolidating the knowledge and 
skills acquired earlier in the field of: 
(1) history of computer science 
(2) operating system support and a simple office suite. 
(3) the use of the basic functionality of the Internet 
      The curriculum of most courses of study in Poland provides for the course of Information Technology from 20 
to 30 hours, implemented in the first or second semester. Figure 1 shows time distribution of thematic blocks based 
on the analysis of 14 public course syllabus of Information Technology in Poland. 
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Figure 1. Diagram of time-sharing activities with Information Technology into thematic blocks 
 
In the authors' opinion it is necessary to change of proportions of teaching. The development of Web 2.0 forces 
the lecturer to raise the issue of ethics of new media, Netiquette and safety of users. These thematic areas will allow 
not only the development of knowledge and skills but will also affect the development of social communication 
course participants (Fig 2.). 
 
Thematic blocks Issues Learning outcomes 
Ethics of new media work ethics 
 
media ethics 
 
ethics in interpersonal 
communication 
Increasing the level of 
knowledge and awareness of 
the course participants on the 
socio-ethical phenomenon. 
Netiquette creating efficient models of network 
communication using social media 
 
the analysis of comunicological 
interaction in the network society 
 
forms of communication and social 
behavior in the digital world 
Increase the ability of efficient 
and effective communication 
and social skills connected 
with the functioning in a 
digital society. 
Network security  safety components 
in surfing the internet 
 
verification messages 
and content on the Internet 
Increasing knowledge of 
security of the network and 
computer systems in a unit 
scale. 
Figure 2. Proposed issues for classes in Information Technology 
 
The following will be presented suggestions the content of these three areas, which according to the authors of 
this article should be included in the curriculum. 
 
 
3. Ethics of new media / New media ethics 
 Every society, category, or social group needs ethical principles that allow the unit to achieve the highest 
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good in human life, understood as the purpose of the action. Ethics can determine the moral value of an act, and thus 
helps to assess whether it is good or bad, by referring it to a particular norm, which is the source and criterion of 
human conduct. In an attempt to identify and resolve regulatory issues relating to the specific model of social 
situations, ethics provides a basis for determining the rules of human functioning in the situation arising from a 
particular social or professional role. However, lack of morals in society generally leads to a state of social anomie. 
The unit functioning in a society that does not have a coherent system of norms and values - defining a clear course 
of action - feel the uncertainty and confusion. This condition may imply the emergence of deviant behavior 
(Anzenbacher 2008). 
Social media is a channel through which users communicate and exchange information. The most characteristic 
component of social media is the Internet. From the perspective of ethics and axiology of media, social media are an 
important space for the transmission of values, but also negative values. It shows up a lot of criticism relating to new 
media because they are distributed via the use a variety of pathologies. Ethics of new media must therefore deal with 
the new technology and the dangers of new opportunities. Ethics is a reinterpretation of ethical principles in the 
context of new media and forms the basis of social order, and its main task is to organize the media space (Ward 
2010). 
The ethics of new media is essential to the pursuit of truth, which is of course a need to verify the sources. You 
could even say that the ethics of new media, the truth is the same as the reliability of the sources. Establishing 
reliable sources is not easy, because in the age of social media, the users express their subjective opinions, often 
following the emotions and political leanings. It is hard to talk about credibility, impartiality and objectivity of news. 
In omnipresent new media it is easy to manipulate. Krytyna Czuba believes that reaching the customer information 
is often ideologized, simplified and contains subjective comments (Czuba 2007). So getting to the truth most often 
requires the use of many different sources. Then there is the possibility of verification for critical appraisal. The 
ability to explore different points of view allows you to get to the truth. Particular is being able to distinguish 
information from the comment. It allows the recipient to distinguish fact from opinion, views, beliefs, judgments 
(Media Ethics Charter). 
 The multitude of various information appearing in the new media makes it disappears educational functions 
of the media. Freedom of expression may suggest that everyone has their own truth (Iłowiecki 2004). In the jungle 
of various statements that may be made easily, lose the voice of the experts or authorities. It is difficult to draw the 
line between amateur and professional, as everyone can express their opinions, regardless of their knowledge and 
skills (Keen 2007). A special opportunity to express themselves give websites. These statements are clearly a 
manifestation of democracy expressed, among others, the freedom of speech. However, such discussions often 
accompanied by ignorance, as well as attacks on specific individuals or values, which leads to a violation of 
personal rights, especially privacy and reputation. These actions are equivalent to abuse of freedom of speech. The 
main reason for this is not keeping ethical standards (Kulesza 2010).  
 
4. Netiquette 
Netiquette is a collection of customary rules when using the Internet. Netiquette  like the rules of good 
behavior is not well defined in the literature. According to the theory of liquid modernity (Bauman 2006) all 
depends on the specific situation, place, circumstances. The same network. Depending on which services you use, 
you should behave properly so as not to offend others. Not everyone realize that the little things that do not normally 
noted using them in your communication media may give a negative impression. Netiquette includes both the 
customary politeness formulas used in network communication and technical issues related to the use of the Internet. 
The communication system should pay attention to students on three elements: 
 
(1) The analysis of the cultural context 
(2) perceptual capabilities and the level of competences interlocutor 
(3) legal restrictions depending on the country. 
For the third point in particular should be sensitize students to the technological complexity of the situation, 
with particular reference to the situation in which the portal of the country is hosting† on servers located in another 
 
 
†  The data are published on a server. 
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country, and therefore under the jurisdiction of, other than the native. 
 
5. Network seciurity 
 
Issues of this thematic block should include issues related to both the creation and administration of websites, 
as well as the principles of creating profiles on social media and management. In the process of teaching lecturer 
should exert pressure particularly to introduce students to the subject of network identity management and the legal 
and social aspects of sharing and downloading data from the network. 
 
6. Conclusion 
 
Teaching on course associated with the new technologies requires the lecturers teaching the course, not only the 
knowledge of IT solutions, but he should also have knowledge of the social, ethical and legal issues. Teaching on 
course associated with the new technologies requires the lecturers teaching the course, not only the knowledge of IT 
solutions, but it should also have knowledge of the social, ethical and legal. The right choice of lecturers by the 
decision makers, can affect students in a complementary manner. Appropriately shaped teaching program can 
contribute to increasing the knowledge and skills in other areas, not only related to information technology, because 
the modern world is designed for zero-one. But, the researcher should keep in mind in his studies of two basic 
sententions, "the future of digital spectrum did not destroy the old institutions" (Keen, 2007: 170) and "build a 
foundation of knowledge of the search for truth" (Tischner 1982:64). 
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